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Journey to Christmas
IT'S ALL ABOUT JESUS!



Friend,

Christmas is a wonderful time to cultivate a heart for the 
Lord in your family! Children are only in your home for 
a short time, and it is important to take advantage of 
every opportunity to instill the things of God inside them 
and nurture good habits. This year we invite you and 
your family on a Journey to Christmas! Each day there 
is a short Bible reading and a fun activity you can do as 
a family. Some activities will reinforce the Bible truths 
shared while others will draw you closer together as a 
family. We pray this time you spend together in the Word 
and engaged as a family is both fun and memorable.

Merry Christmas!
Rick Renner 



How to use this resource
“Journey to Christmas” is all about Jesus. This 28-day Christmas devotional includes a Bible 
reading plan that magnifies the names of Jesus and can be used as part of your family de-
votions. Each day also includes a family activity to help you draw closer together as a family 
and keep Christ at the center of all you do this holiday season. Activities can be modified to 
do with friends! 

Pastor Rick’s Bible Reading and Other Helpful Tips: 
• Pray before you read your Bible and ask the Holy Spirit to speak to you.

• Pray as you read your Bible and ask the Holy Spirit to plant what you are reading  
  deep into your heart and soul.

• Pray every day for a few minutes with your spouse.

• Pray with your children before they leave the house.

• Pray before you drive your car or travel on any other means of transportation.

Tips for Family Devotions: 
• Set expectations for the time of devotions, where you will gather, and at what time.
 
• Ensure your children know this is a serious time, and that you would like them to  
  treat it with honor and respect. 

• Have a basket ready to collect mobile devices to create a distraction-free time in  
  the Word. 

•  Ask older children and teens to bring their own Bible, a notebook, and pen.

•  Give young children and toddlers a Bible picture book, stuffed animal, or small, 
   quiet toy to keep them engaged.

Tips for Engaging With Family Devotions! 
1.  Pray – pray together as a family.
2. Read – read the daily Bible verse from different translations and rotate who reads.
3. Discuss – ask questions and encourage your kids to ask too!
4. Engage – for older children, give them homework of writing in their journal and reflecting 
on the discussion and Bible truths shared. For younger children, read Bible picture books or 
play with a Nativity scene during the day to engage them further.
5. Create – make Christmas cards, decorate the tree, bake Jesus a cake! Find fun ways to en-
gage with the Bible reading that help point your children and yourself to Christ.
6. Memorize – create a family challenge to memorize some of the verses you are discussing 
or the entire Christmas story as found in Luke 2.



Family Activity: Attend church together. Take time at lunch to discuss 
what each member of the family learned at church and how they will 
apply it to their lives this week.

He is Our Advocate – 1 John 2:1,2 (AMP)

My little children (believers, dear ones), I am writing you these things so 
that you will not sin and violate God’s law. And if anyone sins, we have 
an Advocate [who will intercede for us] with the Father: Jesus Christ the 
righteous [the upright, the just One, who conforms to the Father’s will 
in every way—purpose, thought, and action].  And He [that same Jesus] 
is the propitiation for our sins [the atoning sacrifice that holds back the 
wrath of God that would otherwise be directed at us because of our 
sinful nature—our worldliness, our lifestyle]; and not for ours alone, but 
also for [the sins of all believers throughout] the whole world.

He is the Lamb of God – John 1:29-31 (KJV)

The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. This is he of whom 
I said, After me cometh a man which is preferred before me: for he was 
before me. And I knew him not: but that he should be made manifest to 
Israel, therefore am I come baptizing with water.

Family Activity: Craft stars from construction paper and write the 
names of Jesus on each one. Place them in a window or string them up 
in a room where you and your family can see them and continue to talk 
about them.

Older children and teens: Journal the names of Jesus and Bible verses 
that they will be studying the next few weeks. Encourage them to write 
down questions and spend time reflecting on that aspect of who Jesus 
is.

DAY ONE: SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28 
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IT'S ALL ABOUT JESUS!
Journey to Christmas



Family Activity: Make Christmas cards for a local nursing home or 
children’s hospital or to send to soldiers. 

Older Children and Teens: Use store bought cards and write notes and 
verses of encouragement to the elderly, children in the hospital, or 
soldiers. 
 

He is the Indescribable Gift – 2 Corinthians 9:15 (NKJV)

Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!

He is the King of Kings – 1 Timothy 6:14-16 (KJV)

That thou keep this commandment without spot, unrebukable, until the 
appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ: Which in his times he shall shew, who is 
the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords; Who 
only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach 
unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be honour and power 
everlasting. Amen.

Family Activity: Make a Christmas chain using red and green 
construction paper to countdown the days to Christmas Day. Discuss 
how you will keep Christ the center of the holidays this year.

Older Children and Teens: Make a special after-school snack and discuss 
ways they can keep Christ at the center of the holidays. 

DAY THREE: TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 30

DAY FOUR: WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 1
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Family Activity: Random act of kindness – let each member of your 
family think of a random act of kindness and decide when and where 
they can share it. (Some examples: paying for the drive-through order 
behind you, babysitting for free, or calling a lonely neighbor.)

He is the Messiah – John 1:41 (NLT)

Andrew went to find his brother, Simon, and told him, “We have found 
the Messiah” (which means “Christ”).

He is the Rock – 1 Corinthians 10:1-4 (NKJV)

Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that all our fathers 
were under the cloud, all passed through the sea, all were baptized into 
Moses in the cloud and in the sea, all ate the same spiritual food, and all 
drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock that 
followed them, and that Rock was Christ.

Family Activity: At dinner, tell each person why he or she is loved and is 
a valuable part of the family.

DAY FIVE: THURSDAY, DECEMBER 2

DAY SIX: FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3
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Family Activity: Simply enjoy time together or repeat one of the family 
activities suggested this week!

He is the High Priest – Hebrews 6:19,20 (KJV)

Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, 
and which entereth into that within the veil; Whither the forerunner is 
for us entered, even Jesus, made an high priest for ever after the order 
of Melchisedec.

He is the Door – John 10:7-9 (KJV)

Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the 
door of the sheep. All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: 
but the sheep did not hear them. I am the door: by me if any man enter 
in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.

Family Activity: Attend church together. Take time at lunch to discuss 
what each member of the family learned at church and how they will 
apply it to their lives this week.

DAY SEVEN: SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4

DAY EIGHT: SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5
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Family Activity: For older children, make a mug of hot chocolate 
together and discuss what the birth of Jesus means to them. 

Younger Children: Make a cake and sing ‘Happy Birthday to Jesus’! 
 

He is the Judge – Acts 10:42 (NKJV) 

And He commanded us to preach to the people, and to testify that it is 
He who was ordained by God to be Judge of the living and the dead.

He is the Alpha and Omega – Revelation 22:12-14 (KJV)

And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every 
man according as his work shall be. I am Alpha and Omega, the 
beginning and the end, the first and the last. Blessed are they that do 
his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may 
enter in through the gates into the city.

Family Activity: For older children, assign each child a different country. 
Have them spend a few days researching their assigned nation — 
including how they celebrate Christmas — then report their findings 
of their country during devotions. After hearing the reports, commit 
to pray for the people in that nation that they wil come into the saving 
knowledge of Christ. 

Younger Children and Toddlers: Choose a few countries to talk about 
with your children. Then commit to pray over those countries during 
family devotions. 

DAY NINE: MONDAY, DECEMBER 6

DAY TEN: TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7
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Family Activity: Have a family worship night around the Christmas tree. 
Sing songs, pray, and enjoy the presence of God together.

He is the Teacher – John 3:1-3 (NKJV)

There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the 
Jews. This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we 
know that You are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these 
signs that You do unless God is with him.” Jesus answered and said to 
him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God.”

He is the Beloved – Ephesians 1:3-6 (NKJV)

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in 
Christ, just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, 
having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, 
according to the good pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of 
His grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved.

Family Activity: Place the Christmas cards received in the mail from 
friends and family in a basket on your kitchen table. Every night during 
dinner, take turns drawing a card from the pile and pray over that 
person or family. (Or, place photos of family and friends in the basket 
instead of cards.)

DAY ELEVEN: WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8

DAY TWELVE: THURSDAY, DECEMBER 9
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Family Activity: Play a game! For older children, write 12 Bible-trivia 
questions on a piece of paper. During devotions, have each family 
member take a turn and roll the dice (you will need two) then answer 
the question coordinating with the number on their dice.

Younger Children: Instead of trivia questions, write down age-
appropriate words such as “God,” “Heaven,” “manger,” and “angel” 
on your paper. Allow them to roll the dice and discuss the word that 
coordinates to the number on their dice.

He is the Mediator – 1 Timothy 2:3-6 (KJV)

For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; Who will 
have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.
For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus; Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due 
time.

He is the Good Shepherd – John 10:11-14 (KJV)

I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the 
sheep. But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the 
sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: 
and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. The hireling 
fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep.  I am the 
good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine.

DAY THIRTEEN: FRIDAY, DECEMBER 10

DAY FOURTEEN: SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11
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Family Activity: Simply enjoy time together or repeat one of the family 
activities suggested this week!



Family Activity: Attend church together. Take time at lunch to discuss 
what each member of the family learned at church and how they will 
apply it to their lives this week.

He is the Light of the World – John 8:12 (KJV)

Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: 
he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light 
of life.

He is the Word – John 1:1-5 (KJV)
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were 
made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.
In him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in 
darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.

Family Activity: During devotions, ask your children what verse or 
passage has impacted them this year. Give each person time to read 
their chosen verse or passage and share why it was important to them. 
(Or, when gathering with friends or family for Christmas parties, ask 
them to share a scripture that was meaningful to them this the year.)

DAY FIFTEEN: SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12

DAY SIXTEEN: MONDAY, DECEMBER 13
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Family Activity: Get creative on how you can gift something small or 
show appreciation for your children’s teachers as well as their children 
or youth pastor! It could be as simple as a card, candy cane with a note 
or homemade cookies.

He is the Chief Cornerstone – Ephesians 2:19-22 (KJV)

Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but 
fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; And are built 
upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself 
being the chief corner stone; In whom all the building fitly framed 
together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: In whom ye also are 
builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.

He is the Image of the Invisible God – Colossians 1:15-17 
(KJV)

Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature:
For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in 
earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or 
principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:
And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.

Family Activity: Give younger children a glow stick and take a family 
drive to look at Christmas lights.

DAY SEVENTEEN: TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14

DAY EIGHTEEN: WEDNESDAY,  
DECEMBER 15 
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Family Activity: Cook a dinner together and take it to someone in 
need. Discuss how God has helped your family in times of need and the 
importance of obeying God to help others. 

He is the Author and Finisher of our Faith – Hebrews 12:1,2 
(KJV)

Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily 
beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, 
Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy 
that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is 
set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

He is Emmanuel – Matthew 1:23-25 (KJV)

Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they 
shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us. 
Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had 
bidden him, and took unto him his wife: And knew her not till she had 
brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name Jesus.

Family Activity: M&M Christmas Fun! Using a small bag of M&Ms, 
let each family member grab a small handful of chocolate candies. 
Taking turns, have each family member select one of their M&Ms, and, 
using the M&M color guide below, share their answers with the family. 
Continue playing until all the M&Ms have been eaten!  

DAY NINETEEN: THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16

DAY TWENTY: FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17 
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GREEN: Favorite scripture 
RED: Favorite thing about Christmas  
YELLOW: Favorite Christmas memory

ORANGE: Favorite fruit of the Spirit 
BROWN: Favorite Bible character 
BLUE: Favorite Bible story involving 
water



Family Activity: Simply enjoy time together or repeat one of the family 
activities suggested this week!

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince 
of Peace - Isaiah 9:6 (KJV)

For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of 
Peace.

Only Begotten Son - John 3:15-17 (KJV)

That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that 
the world through him might be saved.

Family Activity: Attend church together. Take time at lunch to discuss 
what each member of the family learned at church and how they will 
apply it to their lives this week.

DAY TWENTY-ONE: SATURDAY, 
DECEMBER 18

DAY TWENTY-TWO: SUNDAY,  
DECEMBER 19
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Family Activity: As a family, choose a day to fast social media, video 
games, and TV. Spend that extra time focusing on God and each other. 

He is the Deliverer – Acts 5:30-32 (AMP)

"The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom you had put to death 
by hanging Him on a cross [and you are responsible]. God exalted 
Him to His right hand as Prince and Savior and Deliverer, in order to 
grant repentance to Israel, and [to grant] forgiveness of sins. And we 
are witnesses of these things; and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has 
bestowed on those who obey Him.”

He is the Redeemer – Job 19:25-27 (NLT)

“But as for me, I know that my Redeemer lives, and he will stand upon 
the earth at last. And after my body has decayed, yet in my body I will 
see God! I will see him for myself. Yes, I will see him with my own eyes. I 
am overwhelmed at the thought!

Family Activity: Mold a Nativity scene from clay or playdough and 
display in a prominent place. Tell the story of Christmas while you do 
this.

Older children: Discuss the things that you didn’t know were in the 
biblical account of the story. 

DAY TWENTY-THREE: MONDAY, 
DECEMBER 20

DAY TWENTY-FOUR: TUESDAY, 
DECEMBER 21
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Family Activity:   Have an open-question time and encourage your 
children to ask questions about their faith! 

Young children and toddlers: Talk about Jesus and what it means to be 
a Christian. 

He is the Almighty One – Revelation 1:7-8 (NLT)

Look! He comes with the clouds of heaven. And everyone will see him—
even those who pierced him. And all the nations of the world will mourn 
for him. Yes! Amen! “I am the Alpha and the Omega—the beginning and 
the end,” says the Lord God. “I am the one who is, who always was, and 
who is still to come—the Almighty One.”

He is the Root and Offspring of David, Bright and Morning 
Star – Revelation 22:16-17 (KJV)

I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the 
churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and 
morning star. And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that 
heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, 
let him take the water of life freely.

Family Activity: Make a list of things God did for you this year — as a 
family and individually.

Younger Children: Write a thank you letter to Jesus!

DAY TWENTY-FIVE: WEDNESDAY,
DECEMBER 22

DAY TWENTY-SIX: THURSDAY, 
DECEMBER 23
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Family Activity: Make (or buy) Christmas cookies and have a family 
decorating contest.

He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life – John 14:3-6 (KJV)

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive 
you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. And whither I go 
ye know, and the way ye know. Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know 
not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way? Jesus saith 
unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto 
the Father, but by me.

He is our Savior – Christmas Story 
Luke 1:26-38, Luke 2:1-41, Matthew 2:1-23

Family Activity: Read the story of Christmas together before opening 
gifts! 

DAY TWENTY-SEVEN: FRIDAY,
DECEMBER 24

DAY TWENTY-EIGHT: SATURDAY, 
DECEMBER 25
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1 Luke 1:26-38

2 Luke 2:1-41

3 Matthew 2:1-23

My mother instilled 
a love for the things 
of God in me when I 
was a young boy and 
I am forever grateful!

I encourage you to 
gather your family 

together and read the 
story of Chrismtas. 

Take time before 
gifts are exhanged 

to reflect on the 
gift of the Savior    ̶̶ 
our most precious, 

indescribable gift ever 
received. 

Rick Renner 

The Story of Christmas 



 

What does the name "Jesus" mean? 
It means Deliverer. Every time you call Him, 

“Jesus,” you are declaring He is your Deliverer. 
He is your Deliverer from sin. He is your 

Deliverer from sickness. He is your Deliverer 
from fear. He is your Deliverer from poverty. 

Every time you call Him, “Jesus,” you are 
declaring that He is your Deliverer.

    ̶̶  Rick Renner



  Notes: 

WORKSHEETdeeper study
What is the name of Jesus in today's Bible reading? What does 
this name reveal to you about Jesus' character or calling?

What has touched your heart most deeply in all that you’ve 
learned today?

We are called to be like Christ. As a result of your study today 
what can you apply to your life and character?

1

2

3

YOUR NAME & WEBSITE



Merry Christmas!


